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FELT SUCH PAIN 
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TO SURVIVE THIS 
MANEUVER. 


" ALLOFMY GUIDING 
VISIONS ENDED AT THIS MOMENT-- 
ONLY DARKNESS AFTERWARDS--SO I 


NATURALLY ASSUMED My LIFE 
ENDED WITH THEM. 
NOW, I 
CONFESS, I FEEL 


DAMNED SILLY HAVING 
ACTED SO DRAMATIC 
EARLIER--SAYING GOOD- 
BYE be EVERYONE 


NONSENSE! I THINK WHAT STUMBLE- WE WERE HEARTBROKEN AT 
UH--I MEAN-- \/ TONGUE JOHN IS TRYING TO THE THOUGHT OF LOSING 
THAT IS TO SAY-- } SAY IS THAT YOU NEVER NEED 2 YOU AND JOYFUL THAT WE 
\ INALL DUE }\ TO FEEL SORRY FOR DIDN'T. 
= |\ RESPECT, , EXPRESSING YOUR LOVE 
| \_ SIRE--_ 4  \ FOR YOUR SUBJECTS. 
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RIGHT! WELL 
SAID, LANCE. SO LET'S 
HAVE ENOUGH OF ANY 
TALK OF EMBARRASSMENT, 
EVEN IF IT AM COMMITTING 
TREASON BY GIVING 
IN ORDERS TO MY KING. 


C{ 
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NOW THAT “iF 
I HAVE THE 
IMMEASURABLE 
FIRST AND FOREMOST IT POWERS OF THE 

MEANS THAT ALL OF OUR , MAGIC GROVE 
WARS ARE OVER. IT'S 
FINISHED. 


FAIR ENOUGH,“ I THINK I CANSTANDON \ | [uy 
GENTLEMEN. , MY OWN NOW, SO IF you'D ) QUESTION. T THINK IT 
o> HELP ME UP-- _ | 9] MEANS SEVERAL THINGS. 
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y H 
OF THIS GRi 
MIRACLE, KING 
AMBROSE? 


CAN EVEN SET 
FOOT ON MY LANDS, 
OR FLY OVERHEAD 
WITHOUT MY 
PERMISSION. 4 
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SO NO MORE ARMIES ARE NEEDED 


) WITHIN HAVEN'S BOUNDARIES--WHICH 


I THINK I'LL EXPAND AGAIN IN A 
DAY OR TWO. 


STILL, I REALIZE 
MANY OF YOU WILL STILL 
LIKE TO KEEP YOURSELVES 
IN MARTIAL READINESS. 
BETTER SAFE THAN 
SORRY, RIGHT? 


TAKE WHATEVER YOU LIKE, \y p—> 
BUT I CAUTION You, HARM \| IN 
NOT A ROOT NOR TWIG OF 

THE NEW TREES. EACH 


SO IF YOU GO INTO THE 
MAGIC GROVE, YOU'LL FIND 
MANY FINE WEAPONS AND 

PIECES OF ARMOR. g 


SOME OF . 
THEM ARE CENTURIES 
OLD AND POSSESSED OF 
THEIR OWN POWERFUL 
ENCHANTMENTS. f 


STEAD WE'LL Ns |: [I CAN'T SAY IF HE'LL VISIT \| 


SET ASIDE THIS GROVE OR NOT. THAT'S NONE OF OUR 
FOREVER AS A PLACE OF AFFAIR. BUT HIS POWER OVER 


REST AND QUIET THE GROVE IS BROKEN 
OF MY KINGPOM, JUST 4 CONTEMPLATION. FOREVER. 


AS YOU ARE. 


THEY'RE NEVER TO 
BE USED TO SUPPLY WOOD 


FOR OUR COOKING FIRES, OR 


CARVE NEW CHAIRS, TABLES 
AND BEDPOSTS FOR OUR 
N ES. 


AND HE'LL 
SOON DISCOVER--POOR 
A yea MAN--THAT HIS OWN GROVE, 
Gente see te THE ONE THESE SOLDIERS 
N'T HE E WERE ORIGINALLY CARVED 
TAKE HIS WOODEN FROM, |S DEAD AND WILL 
SONS BACK? NEVER GROW BACK. 


IN ALL OF THE COUNTLESS 
WORLDS, THERE CAN ONLY BE 
ONE MAGIC GROVE AT A TIME, 
AND TH/S TIME ITS POWERS 
HAVE i laa 

RE. 


SEND THEM OUT TO 
CONQUER OTHER 


LANDS? 


SO 
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| AGAIN? 
f/ YOUR LAST THREE 
TRIPS BACK TO YOUR 
I APARTMENT WERE 
: FOR ONE LAST 


I REALLY 
¥ NEED TO GET THIS 
TRIP DONE, RIDE. I HAVE 
WAR DISPATCHES 
TO DELIVER. 


T'LL BE BACK BEFORE f= 
. YOU CAN LOAD THE 4 
Ny. OTHER BAGS. 


aS 


FORGOT THE MOST 
IMPORTANT is 


THING! 


THIS ISN'T BACK AT MY 
PLACE, IT'S DOWNSTAIRS. 
IT WON'T TAKE A MOMENT! 
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YOU SHOULD GO ABIT ~\| REALIZE THAT, 
EASIER ON MISS RIDING HOOD, GRIMBLE. 
BLUE. IT'S A BIG THING LEAVING ae 
YOUR HOME FOREVER, AND SHE'S eta 
DOING IT AGAIN IN AN ALL TOO 
SHORT TIME PERIOD. 


wilF I CAN 
REMEMBER 
WHERE T LEFT 
IT LAST. 


A 


aw 
THANK THE 


LORD! 


BECAUSE, GOOD, BECAUSE 
STILL TRYING TO ¥ WHAT2! EVEN THOUGH YOU KNOW! DIMWITTED IT'S A TOUGH THING 


DIPDLE THAT [+ pon't--1 t Y THOUGHT SHE WAS LITTLE BLUE HAVING TO STEP 
POOR GIRL, : GOING TO BE YOUR MANAGED TO ASIDE FOR A 
ARE YOU? TRUE LOVE, YOU HAVE FIGURE THAT OUT FRIEND, WHEN 
TO KNOW BY NOW ALL ON HIS YOUR HEART'S 

THAT SHE'S GOT OWN. BREAKING AND 


ER HEART SET ON YOUR NETHER 
FLYCATCHER. PARTS ARE STILL 
TANGLED UP IN 


THEIR BASE 
DESIRES. 


a 


DY yes, GRIMBLE. I N 
UNDERSTAND WHAT 
YOU'RE TRYING TO TELL 
ME! I GET IT! I REALLY 
DO! I'VE COME TO 
TERMS WITH IT--ANWD 
MOVED ON. 


Ae Q 
SO, IN THE 
SWEET NAME OF 
GOD, PLEASE STOP 
TALKING ABOUT 
THIS! 


OKAY, I'M 
BACK. WE CAN 
GO NOW. 


I'M SORRY T RUSHED You, 
RIDE. I REALIZE WHAT A HUGE 
LEAP YOU'RE ABOUT TO TAKE. IF 
YOU NEED MORE TIME, OR HAVEN'T 
SAID ALL OF YOUR GOODBYES 


NO, I'M READY, . 
BLUE. LET'S GO NOW, 
BEFORE I LOSE MY 


THAT I TEND TO 


7 PICK UP ON THINGS 
SITTING HERE ALL DAY. 
PEOPLE DON'T THINK I 

KNOW WHAT'S GOING 
ON, BUT I KNOW 
WHAT'S GOING 


THEN HANG 
ON. HERE WE GO. 
NEXT STOP-- 


FIRST, TO LANCELOT OF 
THE LAKE. MY FRIEND, YOUR 
REDEMPTION IS NOW COMPLETE 
‘THe KINGDOM AND YOU'RE RELEASED TO GO 
OF HAVEN. ON TO YOUR REWARD, AS 
PROMISED. 


I--I DON'T 
KNOW WHAT TO 


FRIENDS, 
SINCE THE MAIN 
WORK HERE IS DONE, 
IT'S TIME TO SETTLE 
A FEW THINGS FOR 
THE YEARS OF 
%. PEACETO ¥y 


WELL DONE! LET'S BUT DO ME ONE 
DRINK TO LANCE'S LAST SERVICE ON 
YOUR WAY. JOHN, BO YOU 
HAVE EXCALIBUR WITH 
YOU? OF COURSE 


GIVE IT TO LANCE, AND DON'T BE SURPRISED IF Lo 
WON'T YOU? YOU SEE A GREEN BEJEWELED 


LANCE, TAKE 
EXCALIBUR WITH YOU zg ae te: OF oat. an 


WHEN YOU GO. AND BEFORE 
YOU'RE TOO FAR AWAY FROM 
HAVEN THAT YOU START TO 
FADE, THROW IT INTO 
THE BIGGEST LAKE 
YOU PASS. 


WE HAVE NO 
FURTHER NEED OF THE N@® 
GREAT SWORD HERE. SO LET 


SPEND AT LEAST A DAY OR 

MORE TAKING YOUR LEAVE, LANCE. 

THERE'S A KINGDOM FULL OF FOLKS 

HERE WHO'VE COME TO LOVE You, 

AND I BELIEVE YOU WON'T BE 

COMING BACK THIS 
WAY. 


FIRST, T 
RESTORE TO 
YOU YOUR NAME, 
TRUSTY 


DON'T FINISH 
THAT SENTENCE, 
JOHN. DON'T YOU 
KNOW IT'S 
TREASON TO 
DISAGREE WITH 
A KING'S FORMAL 


PRONOUNCE- ( 


AND IF THAT UPSETS 
YOU, THIS NEXT PART WILL 
REALLY HURT. T OFFICIALLY 
APPOINT YOU LORD HIGH 
CHANCELLOR OF 
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THATS A * 

FANCY WAY OF SAYING “WJ 
I PLAN TO RELY ON YOU To 
DO MOST OF THE WORK 


OF ADMINISTERING MY 
KINGDOM. 
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CERTAINLY. I PLAN TO 
LOAF ABOUT AND STAY OUT 
OF POLITICS AS MUCH AS 

POSSIBLE. 


OH, I'LL 
COME RUNNING 
IN ANY CRISIS, BUT 
I SUSPECT THOSE 
WILL BE FEW AND 
FAR BETWEEN 
FROM NOW 


I'D ADVISE YOU TO 


WEYLAND OFTEN, 
ASSUMING HE 
CHOOSES TO 


WHICH BRINGS US 
TAKE COUNSEL FROM ¥ TO YOU, DEAR WEYLAND. 
WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE? 
DO YOU PLAN TO MOVE ON, 
TO TAKE YOUR REWARD 
LIKE LANCE, OR WILL 
YOU STAY2 


B-BUT 
SIRE, I MUST 
PROTEST! I 

DON'T-- 


AND CAN I 
HUMBLY ASK 
WHAT YOU PLAN 
TO DO WHILE T 
RUN THINGS? 


pl 


SO WE NEED MORE OF 
WELL--YOU SEE, 4 EVERYTHING--MORE ROADS, 
SIRE, IT'S LIKE THIS. YOUR MORE TOWNS, MORE CASTLES 
KINGDOM'S EXPANDED A LOT 
IN A VERY SHORT TIME, AND IN AND NOBLES THAT RALLY 
IT'S ABOUT TO EXPAND TO YOUR BANNER. 


AND DON'T EVEN 
GET ME STARTED ON THE 
NEED FOR NEW FARMLAND 
AND IRRIGATION WORKS, 


VERY WELL THEN. AND WEYLAND, WHEN IT SEEMS 
WEYLAND IS HEREBY YOU'RE BUILDING THOSE YW TO ME YOUR 
PRONOUNCED BUILDER EXTRA CASTLES YOU " JOB SHOULD 
OF THE KINGDOM, WITH MENTIONED, START WITH , RIGHTLY COME 
ALL OF THE POWERS WITH A TITLE OF 

AND RIGHTS THAT DUKE, OR COUNT, 
IMPLIES. OR BARON, OR 

5 : SOMESUCH. 

WHICHEVER 


Nv 


ma 
AN 


LA 


| 


. ial, 


BEGGIN’ Y'R PARDON, Y'GRACE. 
I KNOW Y'ORDERED THERE BE NO AND PLEASE \ 
INTERRUPTIONS, BUT THA’ WEE CLOAKY SET ADDITIONAL RIGHT AWAY, Y' 
FELLER Y'LIKE SO MUCH IS HERE PLACES FOR MIGHTINESS. 
> WITH A WOMAN IN TOW. 


YALWAYS SAID T'ME-- i 
"MR. BRUMP” YE SAYS, "ALWAYS “NY 
LET THA’ WEE PALE FELLER COME 
SEE ME WHEN E'R HE WANTS. THA'S £9 
WHAT YOU DO SAY. 
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THAT'S FINE, 
MR. BRUMP. SHOW 


BLUE! WELCOME 
TO HAVEN AGAIN! I 
WASN'T EXPECTING A 
VISIT TODAY! 


ANP RIDING 
HOOD! GOSH, HOW I'VE 
MISSED YOU! 


AH 

I HOPE AND WHO'S 
SO, AMBROSE, VI TH/S LOVELY 
BECAUSE I PLAN VISION? 
TO STAY. 


WELL, I HAD 
AVERY SPECIAL 
DELIVERY TO 
MAKE. 


AND MISS RIDING 
HOOD! THE EVENING 
KEEPS GETTING 
BETTER! 


HOW'VE 
YOU BEEN, OLD 
Boy? 
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DIDI Vil’. —~ A GREAT KING 

JUST HEAR You 

RIGHT? YOU'RE 
STAYING? 


NEEDS A HOSTESS AND 
SOCIAL SECRETARY TO PLAN 
HIS BANQUETS AND FESTIVALS 

OF STATE, AND OTHER 

IMPORTANT ENGAGE- 
MENTS. 


BUT UNTIL THE 
DAY COMES WHEN 
YOU FIND YOURSELF 
A PROPER QUEEN, 
I'M VOLUNTEERING 
TO FILL IN. 


YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO VY NOW NORMALLY 
SET A RUDE TABLE WHEN THAT WOULD BE 
PRINCES AND AMBAS- , YOUR QUEEN'S 

SADORS AND OTHER DUTY. 

GREAT PERSONAGES 

COME TO CALL. 


RIDE--I'M 
ASTONISHED. YOU 
COULD KNOCK ME 
OVER WITH A 
FEATHER. 


AND ONE OTHER THING. 
YOU FORGOT TO TAKE TA/S 
WITH YOU WHEN YOU SET OUT 

ON YOUR QUEST. 


YOU'VE RISEN 
TO HEIGHTS AS GREAT 
AS ANY KING IN ALL THE 
WORLDS, BUT YOU SHOULD 
NEVER FORGET THE SWEET, 
KIND MAN YOU WERE 
AT THE START. 


MAYBE WEARING 
IT ONCE IN A WHILE 
WILL REMIND 
you. 


{} __l 


THINGS 


SETTLED DOWN 
NICELY IN THE DAYS 
TO FOLLOW. THE KING 
CALLED HIS ORIGINAL 
GHOST ARMY TO 


ASSEMBLE. 


YOU'VE 
SERVED ME WELL, 
AND NOW YOU EACH 
HAVE A CHO/CE TO 
MAKE. YOU CAN REMAIN 
HERE IN A SEMBLANCE 
OF LIFE, OR YOU CAN 
FINALLY PASS ON TO 
ge fae FATES 

T YOU. 
> 


I HAVE 
NO ADVICE TO 
7 OFFER AS TO WHICH 
IS THE BETTER COURSE, 
BUT IF YOU STAY HERE, YOU'LL 
NEED TO REMAIN WITHIN 


ONCE YOU PASS “ 
BEYOND, TURNING 
AGAIN INTO GHOSTS, 
I WILL NO LONGER 
HAVE ANY POWER 
TO RESTORE 

YOU'LL q 
AUTOMATICALLY 


PASS ON TO WHAT- 
EVER COMES 


MOSTLY HE LET OTHERS 
RUN THE DAY-TO-DAY 
MATTERS OF THE REALM, 
WHILE HE CONDUCTED 
THE MORE IMPORTANT 
BUSINESS OF PLAYING 
GAMES WITH THE 
CHILDREN... 


FOUL! 
YOU FOULED 
ME! 


NONSENSE. 

A KING CAN'T 
COMMIT A 

FOUL. Ade 


11OR TAKING LONG 
WALKS WITH THE 
QUEEN. 


NO, SHE WASN'T THE 

QUEEN YET, BUT KING 

AMBROSE SEEMED 

TO BE THE ONLY ONE 

BLIND TO WHAT WE 

COULD ALL PLAINLY 
SEE. 


ROSE 
GARDENS? 
SURE, I DON'T 
SEE ANY REASON 
WHY WE COULDN'T 
HAVE ROSE 
GARDENS. 


WE SAW BLUE LESS 
AND LESS AS THE 
DAYS PASSED. & 


IT'S ALMOST 


/ TIME. I WON'T HAVE 
THE SPARE MINUTES 
TO DROP BY MUCH 4 


LONGER. 
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/ HOPE YOU CAN 
SQUEEZE IN A FEW 
MORE TRIPS BEFORE 
THE SHOOTING 
STARTS. 


” THERE'S 
A THING I 
MEANT TO DO 


F] SOME TIME AGO, 
MA BUT THERE 


\ WERE DISTRAC- 


17 HAVEN IS 
[/ OPEN TO ANY OF 
|] THE FARM FABLES 


WHO STILL BRIDLE 


| AT BEING COOPED 
§ UP THERE FOR ALL 


OF THEIR LIVES, CAN 
YOU PASS THE 
WORD AMONG 

THEM? 


AND THEN 


iY BRING THEM HERE, © 
THOSE THAT WANT TO, 


WHEN YOU HAVE TIME 
BETWEEN MILITARY 
MISSIONS? OR T 
SUPPOSE I COULD 
GO FETCH 
THEM, 


\ 


AND WITH THE MAGIC 
HE COPIED FROM 
BLUE'S WITCHING 
CLOAK, OUR KING 
LIKED TO GO 
VISITING--AS HE 


CALLED IT. 


WHERE 
WERE YOU THIS 
TIME? 


I FOUND 
A CHARMING 
LITTLE KINGDOM 
FULL OF PEOPLE NO 
MORE THAN THIS HIGH. 
ROUND AND JOLLY 
LITTLE FOLKS, I 
INVITED THEM TO 
COME BY SOME 
. DAY. 


y "+ Wh 
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SOMETIMES 
OUR KING WAS 
GONE FOR DAYS, 
FLITTING ABOUT 
\\ HERE AND THERE 
WITH HIS BORROWED 
\ MAGIC--WHEREVER 
THE MOOD TOOK 
HIM. 


b HEY, 
WHAT ARE YOu 
DOING OVER 


< 


————_— 
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AREN'T YOU 
SUPPOSED TO BE 
SOME BIG FANCY- 
PANTS K/NG NOW, 
IN SOME BIG 


IS THAT YOU, 
FLYCATCHER? 


cae SOCFANCY-PANTS 
lo”.* = KINGDOM? & 
= 


OH SURE, 
BUT SOMETIMES 
I MISS THE OLD DAYS, 
AND THIS FLOOR REALLY 
DID NEED A GOOD J 


PT HEY, GRIMBLE, 
© I DON'T SuPPOsE 


YOU WANT TO GO TO 
THE MOVIES TODAY? 
ALL THREE JACK 
FILMS ARE PLAYING 
BACK-TO-BACK 
OVER AT THE 
RIALTO. 


NOT ME, KID, I 
GOT ALONG NAP 
PLANNED FOR LATER, 
HAVE FUN, THOUGH. 
MAYBE BRING ME | 
BACK SOME 
POPCORN? 


AND THAT ABOUT 
WRAPS UP THIS 
STORY. A LOWLY 
JANITOR CALLED 
FLYCATCHER 
ENDURED MANY 
TRIALS AND 
SAVED MANY 
LOST PEOPLE. 
AND THEN HE 
BECAME A GREAT 
AND POWERFUL 
KING AND HIS 
KINGDOM WAS 
AT PEACE. 


“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 
and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 
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“[A] wonderfully twisted concept... 

features fairy tale characters banished to the 
noirish world of present-day New York.” 
-THE WASHINGTON POST 
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